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Driven by the increase in China’s local demand and rising intra-Asian and South–South trade, 
world seaborne trade outperformed the global economy, with volumes expanding at about 4.3% 
annually in 2012 and 2013. In fact, during 2013, about 9.6 billion tons of goods were loaded in 
ports worldwide. Specifically, tanker trade (crude oil, petroleum products, and gas) accounted 
for almost one-third of the total while dry cargo (goods that are not liquid like metals, coal, and 
grain) was responsible for most of the remaining share.

Dry cargo shipments witnessed a strong 5.8% growth during 2013, driven mainly by the rapid 
expansion in dry bulk volumes. In particular, the rising Asian demand for iron ore and coal 
resulted in an expansion of major dry bulk shipments by 7.2% in 2012 and 4.8% in 2013. China, a 
significant contributor to the growth of world seaborne trade in recent years, continues to record 
impressive import volumes of dry bulk. As for containerized trade, it continued to witness modest 
growth with volumes increasing by 2.4% in 2013. The slump in Europe’s import demand and 
the consequent ripple effect on global export volumes, in particular from Asia, have contributed 
significantly limited container trade growth.

Meanwhile, volumes of crude oil and refined petroleum products have grown by 2.4% in 2013. It 
is noteworthy, however, that while the economic slowdown and high oil price levels have reduced 
demand for crude oil, petroleum-product trade fared better in comparison. As for gas trade, 
insignificant additions of liquefaction installations during 2013 have constrained trade volumes.
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2008! 2009! 2010! 2011! 2012! 2013!
Containers! 1,249 ! 1,127 ! 1,275 ! 1,421 ! 1,480 ! 1,578 !
Other Dry Cargo! 2,173 ! 2,004 ! 2,027 ! 2,084 ! 2,184 ! 2,300 !
Major Bulks! 2,065 ! 2,085 ! 2,335 ! 2,486 ! 2,664 ! 2,786 !
Oil and Gas! 2,742 ! 2,642 ! 2,772 ! 2,794 ! 2,836 ! 2,904 !
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With an expanding participation in the world economy in general and the world trading system 
in particular, developing economies continued to contribute higher shares to world seaborne 
trade. In 2012, these economies accounted for 60% of global goods loaded and 58% of goods 
unloaded. However, while developing economies’ share has been rising, individual countries’ 
contributions have been uneven, thus signaling their varying levels of integration into global 
trading networks.

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport
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In line with previous trends, cargo volumes loaded in the ports of developing economies continued 
to exceed the volumes of goods unloaded. However, while their share of loaded volumes 
stabilized over the years, their share of unloaded cargo expanded over the past decades, thus 
achieving near parity in 2012. Specifically, the difference in these economies’ shares of loaded 
and unloaded goods dropped from 45 percentage points in 1970, to 16 percentage points in 
2000 and further declined to two percentage points in 2012. Driven by the fast expansion in 
import demand (due to high industrialization and consumer demand) in developing economies, 
it is expected that the share of goods unloaded in developing countries is likely to soon surpass 
their share of goods loaded.

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport
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Loaded! 63! 58! 51! 53! 56! 60! 60!
Unloaded! 18! 26! 29! 37! 41! 56! 58!
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A regional breakdown of world seaborne trade indicates that in 2012, Asia still dominated 
as the main loading and unloading region, with a 39% share of loaded volumes and 
57% share of unloaded volumes. Other major loading and unloading areas included, in 
descending order, the Americas (23%), Europe (18%), Oceania (11%) and Africa (9%) on 
the loading side, and Europe (22%), the Americas (16%), Africa (4%) and Oceania (1%) on 
the unloading side.

BankMed - Market & Economic Research Division
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One of the major constituent of world seaborne trade is containerized trade. It has long 
been believed that containerized trade flows could be predicted by considering the 
performance of world GDP with the multiplier effect of the container volume growth ranging 
between three to four times the GDP growth. However, this ratio has been brought under 
questioning given that it is no longer a precise predictor of container-demand growth due 
to other interfering factors including: the rate of offshoring of manufacturing, the extent of 
containerization of bulk cargoes, the goods-versus-services composition share of countries. 
Against this background, and while growth decelerated significantly, containerized trade 
volumes expanded in 2012 to reach 155 million TEUs (Twenty-foot Equivalent Units).

In order to better measure container trade activity, container port throughput – the amount 
of cargo that passes through a port measured in Twenty-foot Equivalent Units (TEU) – is 
assessed. After dropping significantly during the aftermath of the global financial crisis, 
container port throughput expanded by an average annual rate of 8.5% in the following 
three years to exceed pre-crisis level, reaching 601,772 million TEUs in 2012. 

BankMed - Market & Economic Research Division

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport
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Developing economies’ share of world throughput remains virtually unchanged at 
approximately 70%. The country with the largest share of container throughput in 2012 was 
China with a container throughput of 155 million TEUs. It is followed by Singapore with a 
throughput of about 32 million TEUs in 2012, and then comes Hong Kong and Korea with 
container throughputs exceeding 20 million TEUs each. It is noteworthy that UAE ranks 6th 
in terms of container port throughput, with a throughput of around 17 million TEUs in 2012. 
Meanwhile, Egypt and Saudi Arabia rank 11th and 15th, respectively. 

7BankMed - Market & Economic Research Division
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Country Rank 2012 Throughput 2012 
(million TEU)

China 1 155.02
Singapore 2 32.42
Hong Kong 3 23.10
Korea 4 21.45
Malaysia 5 20.87
UAE 6 17.21
Taiwan 7 13.98
India 8 9.83
Indonesia 9 9.32
Brazil 10 8.86

Top Countries in Container Port Throughput

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport

Country Rank 2012 Throughput 2012 
(million TEU)

Egypt 11 8.05
Thailand 12 7.37
Panama 13 7.19
Viet Nam 14 6.59
Saudi Arabia 15 6.56
Turkey 16 6.23
Philippines 17 5.72
Sri Lanka 18 4.43
South Africa 19 4.42
Mexico 20 4.24

Top Countries in Container Port Throughput
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The ranking of liner shipping companies (carriers that perform regular transportation of 
goods overseas) reveals that Maersk Line ranks first with a 13.4% share of world TEU. It is 
followed by MSC and CMA CGM Group, with respective share of 12.9% and 7.2% of world 
TEU. Afterwards comes COSCO with a 4.5% share of world TEU, followed by Evergreen 
Line and Hapag-Lloyd Group with  4.4% and 4.0% shares, respectively.

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport
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Country Rank Share of World 
TEU (%)

Maersk Line 1 13.4
MSC 2 12.9
CMA CGM Group 3 7.2
COSCO 4 4.5
Evergreen Line 5 4.4
Hapag-Lloyd Group 6 4.0
APL 7 3.6
CSCL 8 3.5
Hanjin 9 3.5
MOL 10 3.2

Top Liner Companies (January 1, 2013)

Country Rank Share of World 
TEU (%)

OOCL 11 2.8
NYK 12 2.5
Hamburg Sud 13 2.4
HMM 14 2.3
Yang Ming 15 2.3
K Line 16 2.1
Zim 17 1.8
UASC 18 1.6
CSAV 19 1.6
PIL 20 1.5

Top Liner Companies (January 1, 2013)
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As for the ranking of ports globally by berth productivity (the number of total container moves 
including on-load, off-load, and re-positioning, divided by the number of hours during which 
the vessel is at berth), five Chinese ports top the list, headed by Qingdao port with a birth 
productivity of 96 containers per berth hour. Yokohama port in Japan comes in 6th position, 
with a berth productivity of 85 containers per berth hour, followed by Jebel Ali port in UAE 
with a berth productivity of 81 containers per berth hour.

Source: JOC Port Productivity Report

GlobAl MAritiMe trAnsport

Port Country Berth Productivity

Qingdao China 96
Ningbo China 88
Dalian China 86
Shanghai China 86
Tianjin China 86
Yokohama Japan 85
Jebel Ali UAE 81
Busan South Korea 80
Jawaharlal Nehru India 79
Yantian China 78

Top Ports Globally (2012)

Port Country Berth Productivity

Taipei Taiwan 77
Xiamen China 76
Long Beach US 74
Khor al Fakkan UAE 74
Elizabeth US 74
Nansha China 73
Kaohsiung Taiwan 72
Salalah Oman 72
Mawan China 71
Southampton UK 71

Top Ports Globally (2012)
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Meanwhile, the ranking of ports in Europe, Middle East, and Africa reveals that two UAE ports 
top the list, namely Jebel Ali port (81 containers per berth hour) and Khor al Fakkan port (74 
containers per berth hour). They are followed by Salalah port in Oman (72 containers per 
berth hour) and Southampton port in UK (71 containers per berth hour). It is worth noting 
that the port of Beirut in Lebanon ranks in 12th position, with a berth productivity of 52 
containers per berth hour. It is followed by the port of Jeddah in Saudi Arabia with a berth 
productivity equivalent to 51 containers per berth hour.

Source: JOC Port Productivity Report

GlobAl MAritiMe trAnsport

Port Country Berth Productivity

Jebel Ali UAE 81
Khor al Fakkan UAE 74
Salalah Oman 72
Southampton UK 71
Zeebrugge Belgium 65
Rotterdam Netherlands 63
Bremerhaven Germany 62
Hamburg Germany 62
Algeciras Spain 53
Port Said Egypt 52

Top Ports Europe, Middle East, Africa (2012)

Port Country Berth Productivity

Diliskelsi Turkey 52
Beirut Lebanon 52
Jeddah Saudi Arabia 51
Antwerpen Belgium 50
Felixstowe UK 49
Tanger Med Morocco 46
Piraeus Greece 43
Karachi Pakistan 42
Le Havre France 41
Barcelona Spain 41

Top Ports Europe, Middle East, Africa (2012)
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An important aspect of maritime transport is fleet or ship building. The year 2012 saw the 
turn of the largest ship building cycle in recorded history. Between 2001 and 2011, year 
after year, new building deliveries reached new historical highs. Even after the economic 
downturn of 2008, the dead-weight tonnage (a measure of how much weight a ship can 
safely carry) delivered annually continued to increase for three more years due to orders 
that had largely been placed prior to the crisis. Only in 2012, and for the first time since 
2001, was the fleet that entered into service during the year was less than that delivered 
during the previous 12 months. Despite that, world fleet continued to expand year after year, 
to reach a dead weight tonnage of 1,629 million in 2013. Dry bulk fleet occupied the largest 
share (42%), followed by oil tankers (30%), and container fleet (13%).

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport
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1980! 1990! 2000! 2005! 2010! 2013!
Other! 31! 49! 75! 49! 92! 166!
Conainer! 11! 26! 64! 98! 169! 207!
General Cargo! 186! 103! 101! 92! 108! 80!
Dry Bulk! 116! 235! 276! 321! 457! 685!
Oil Tanker! 339! 246! 282! 336! 450! 491!
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Three countries (China, Korea and Japan) together built 92% of the world’s new gross 
tonnage (a volumetric measurement of the enclosed space in a ship) in 2012; China alone 
accounting for more than 40% by itself. Additionally, shipbuilders specialize in different 
vessel types. While China and Japan have mostly built dry-bulk vessels, Korea had a high 
share in container vessels and oil tankers. Meanwhile, European countries have the highest 
share in building passenger vessels. The four largest individual shipbuilding groups are 
from Korea, given that shipbuilding in China is spread among several small individual 
shipbuilders.

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport
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China! Korea! Japan! Others!
Other! 1,914 ! 1,391 ! 1,406 ! 1,989 !
Conainer! 1,984 ! 10,540 ! 390 ! 773 !
General Cargo! 1,833 ! 260 ! 472 ! 583 !
Dry Bulk! 28,217 ! 8,988 ! 13,571 ! 3,468 !
Oil Tanker! 4,729 ! 10,311 ! 1,592 ! 877 !
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A ranking of countries by fleet ownership reveals that Greece is the country with highest 
ownership reaching a deadweight tonnage of 244.8 million. It is followed by Japan with a 
deadweight tonnage ownership of 223.8 million and China with an ownership of 190.08 
million in deadweight tonnage. Afterwards comes Germany (125.8 million), Korea (75.1 
million), and Singapore (64.2 million).

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport

GlobAl MAritiMe trAnsport

Country Rank 2012 Vessels 
(millions DWT)

Greece 1 244.85
Japan 2 223.82
China 3 190.08
Germany 4 125.78
Korea 5 75.10
Singapore 6 64.15
US 7 58.28
UK 8 50.30
Norway 9 45.99
Taiwan 10 44.26

Top Countries in Fleet Ownership

Country Rank 2012 Vessels 
(millions DWT)

Denmark 11 40.71
Bermuda 12 32.90
Turkey 13 29.09
Italy 14 25.34
Hong Kong 15 24.33
India 16 22.44
UAE 17 19.47
Russia 18 19.38
Malaysia 19 17.11
Netherlands 20 16.67

Top Countries in Fleet Ownership
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Maritime transport in Lebanon is the most important mode for external trade. There are four 
main ports in Lebanon:

• Port of Beirut: Located in the capital city Beirut, the Port of Beirut is the main port in 
Lebanon and is one of the largest ports on the Eastern Mediterranean. Since the end of the 
Lebanese civil war, the port underwent major reconstruction of new infrastructure such as 
the new container terminal in addition to the rehabilitation of various existing infrastructure. 
Today, the port consists of a total area of 1.2 million m2 and has four basins, 16 quays, as 
well as a new container terminal located besides quay 16, which is capable of handling 
about one million TEUs every year. Meanwhile, the new Free Zone, which covers an area of 
11,200 m2, has been re-launched after the civil war and has been successfully operational 
since then. Port of Beirut plays an important role in transporting goods to Syria, Jordan, Iraq, 
and the Gulf States.

• Port of Tripoli: The Port of Tripoli is the second most important port in Lebanon after the 
Port of Beirut. It has an approximate area of 3 million m2 with a water area of 2.2 million 
m2, a land area of 320,000 m2, and a 420,000 m2 dump area adjacent to the current port, 
reserved for the future Container Terminal and Free Market Zone. The Port of Tripoli receives 
approximately 450 ships every year, averaging around 37 ships per month. Most ships 
carry general goods and dry discharge such as iron, wood, sugar, various kinds of beans, 
iron scrap, vehicles, and construction material. The Port of Tripoli also contains a Free Zone 
with an area of 150,000 m2.

• Port of Sidon: The port of Sidon is an ancient port, mainly used as a fishing port and 
for accommodating small freighters. About 200 ships enter the port of Sidon each year 
from Europe, Africa and Arab countries. While the port can accommodate a larger number 
of ships, winds and waves prevent ships from docking due to the absence of a wave-
breaker to protect them. The lack of such protection has forced many ships to dock in other 
ports. Yet, there has been several initiatives in recent years taken towards modernizing the 
commercial port.

• Port of Tyre: The Port of Tyre is a small harbor that is located in south Lebanon. In this 
port, the breakwater protects the Marina harboring fishing boats and some private pleasure 
crafts  or sailing boats, but does not extend sufficiently to shelter vessels berthing at the 
main harbor. As such, during the winter season, the port may be inoperable for up to 10 
days per month due to swell and waves. During the recent years only 2 to 3 vessels call at 
Tyre per month, mainly smaller RORO's (Roll-On, Roll-Off) discharging passenger cars from 
Europe. In fact, the Port of Tyre has no cargo handling equipment and warehousing facilities 
is limited to vehicles.

lebAnon’s MAritiMe trAnsport

Source: BankMed Research
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The breakdown of seaborne trade by Lebanese ports reveals that the port of Beirut 
constitutes the main contributor to sea transport. For instance, the Port of Beirut accounted 
for 91% of total seaborne imports in 2013, while the Port of Tripoli accounted for only 6% 
and the Port of Sidon constituted a 3% share. On the exports side, the Port of Beirut is 
also dominant with an 84% share of total seaborne exports in 2013, compared to 10% and 
6% shares of Port of Tripoli and Port of Sidon, respectively. Given that the Port of Beirut 
dominates other ports in terms of its economic significance, and due to the unavailability of 
accurate statistics on other ports, the remaining sections of the report will place particular 
focus on the performance of the Port of Beirut.

lebAnon’s MAritiMe trAnsport

Source: Lebanese Customs
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port of beirut

ORGAnIZATIOnAL HISTORy AnD InFRASTRUCTURE

Through history, the Port of Beirut has occupied a strategic role in the transport of goods 
and passengers between Europe and north Africa from one side and Asia, more specifically 
Middle Eastern and Gulf countries on the other side.  The modern history of the Port of 
Beirut can be divided into several major intervals:

• The Period 1897 – 1960: During this period, the port was operated by a single private 
company under a concession contract, awarding the company exclusive rights for port 
development, management, operation. The private company was charged by the state 
royalty fees. However, in 1960, the contract was terminated, mainly due to the emergence 
of complaints accusing the company of insufficient investment in new developments.

• The Period 1960 – 1990: In 1960, a new 30-year long contract management agreement 
was signed. This contract aimed at giving back the state control over investments in the port. 
By the terms of the new agreement, the private company was in charge of managing and 
operating the port for the state with a participation in the revenues arising. As the Lebanese 
civil war started in 1975, the operations of the Port of Beirut were highly disrupted. And in 
1990, the legal life of the management contract ended with the end of the war.

• The Period 1990 – 2000: In the post-war period, there was a need for a temporary 
solution that would improve the status of the Port of Beirut and would allow the reshaping 
of its activities. Indeed, a temporary commission was set in place, namely the “Gestion 
et Exploitation du Port de Beyrouth” (GEPB), which had the role of operating under the 
principle of continuity. This temporary status remained until year 1998, when GEPB and 
PDG, a foreign private company, entered in a 20 year joint venture whereby the former was 
to invest USD 150 million in the construction of a new container terminal and the latter was 
responsible for the superstructure of the terminal. 

• The Period 2000 – Present: Later, the government hired an international consultant to 
propose an institutional reform framework to end the temporary status and suggests a long 
term plan for the port structure. As such, the Port of Beirut was rehabilitated, and it expanded 
to encompass four docks, two new quays and new container terminal with a capacity 
of 700,000 TEUs per year. In 2002, the government heavily invested in port equipment. 
Thereafter, a private operator was invited to operate the terminal and the contract was 
signed in 2004 along with the creation of Beirut Container Terminal Consortium (BCTC). 
Operations started in January 2005, with high quality service and increased level of TEU’s 
handled. They continue till today. 

The Port of Beirut’s infrastructure has expanded throughout the phases of the port’s 
development. Today, Port of Beirut infrastructure includes:

• Port Total Area : 1,200,000 m2 

• Water Basin Total Area: 1,202,000 m2

• Main Breakwater Length : 3,190 m

• Detached Breakwater Length: 550 m

• Total Quays Length: 5,655 m, of which

o 1,654 m for General Cargo Operation

o 1,334 m for Containers Operation

o 1,100 m Dedicated Container Quay

    o 220 m Bulk Quay

SPECIAL REPoRt
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port of beirut

PORT PERFORMAnCE

Imports and Exports

Sea transport activity through the Port of Beirut plays a vital role in the Lebanese economy. 
By the year 2013, the Port of Beirut has accounted for about 73% of total imports of Lebanon. 
Driven mainly by rising domestic demand during the past three years, despite slow 
economic performance, imports through the port of Beirut expanded by an average annual 
rate of 10% over the period 2011-2013 to reach USD 15.46 billion in 2013. This upsurge is 
largely attributed to the increase in demand by displaced Syrian nationals, coupled with 
the rising dispatched aid to Syrian refugees which is transported through the Port of Beirut. 
Meanwhile, the first four months of 2014 were marked by almost stable USD 5.18 billion 
imports through the Port of Beirut in comparison with the same period of the previous year.

Source: Lebanese Customs
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

Imports and Exports

The breakdown of imports through the port of Beirut by type reveals that mineral products 
constitute the highest 26% of these imports. Second comes machinery and electrical 
instruments which account for 12% of imports through Port of Beirut. It is followed by vehicle, 
aircrafts and vessels, as well as base metals which constitute 10% of total imports, each. As 
for live animals, vegetables, and prepared foodstuff and beverages, they together account 
for almost 18% of total imports.

port of beirut
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Source: Lebanese Customs
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

Imports and Exports

The Port of Beirut is also considered a major mean for exports. In 2013, about 43% of 
Lebanon’s total exports were transported through the port of Beirut, rising from only 27% 
share in the previous year. In fact, exports through the port of Beirut, which have declined 
in 2011 due to domestic economic slowdown, spiked in 2013, rising by a yearly 36% to 
reach USD 1.73 billion. With their continuous expansion strategy to markets in the region, 
Lebanese exporters are the major contributors to the upsurge in exports.

port of beirut

Source: Lebanese Customs
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

Imports and Exports

Base metals constitute the main category of exports through the Port of Beirut with 
a 24% share. It is followed by the export of machinery and electrical instruments (17% 
share), prepared foodstuff and beverages (16% share), and mineral products (9% share). 
Furthermore, chemicals and plastics are also exported through the Port of Beirut with a 6% 
share of total exports each.

port of beirut

Source: Lebanese Customs
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

tonnagE transportEd and shIps rEcEIvEd

While the regional economic climate has detrimentally affected many of Lebanon’s main 
sectors, the logistics sector has maintained its growth. The inability of transporting freight 
overland through Syria, due to the conflict in the country, has subsequently increased the 
total tonnage of loaded and unloaded general cargo and containers at the Port of Beirut by 
8% in 2012 and further expanded by 14% in 2013. As such, total handled general cargo 
and processed containers reached 8.26 million tons by the end of 2013. 

port of beirut

Source: Port of Beirut
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

tonnagE transportEd and shIps rEcEIvEd

On the other hand, the number of ships received at the Port of Beirut has been on the 
decline since 2011. In fact, the number of ships which called at the port dropped from 2,285 
ships in 2010 to 2,114 in 2013. This drop continued in the first four months of 2014, with the 
number of ships reaching 674, down by 5.2% in comparison to the same period of the year 
2013. 

port of beirut
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

passEngErs’ tErmInal

The passenger terminal is located along quay 5 facing the second basin of the Port of 
Beirut. The facility was deemed outdated and inadequate, so it has been reconstructed and 
modernized into a 600 m2 facility with a decorative front sail structure.
During the year 2011, the number of passengers through the Port of Beirut increased by 
28% to reach an unprecedented 9,148 passengers. This upsurge is mainly attributed to the 
large influx of displaced Syrians into Lebanon, and their consequent departure into other 
countries through the Port of Beirut. The number of passengers through the port declined in 
the following two years to reach 6,433 passengers in 2013. The drop continued in the first 
four months of 2014, with the number of passengers through Port of Beirut falling by 38% 
yearly, to reach 301 passengers only.

port of beirut
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

gEnEral cargo tErmInal

The general cargo terminal at the Port of Beirut consists of four warehouses for general cargo 
with a total area of 25,547 m2, three warehouses for unloading and grouping operations 
with an area of 20,488 m2, three warehouses for cars with a total area of 17,958 m2, one 
open warehouse for heavy load engines with an area of 8,220 m2, and one warehouse for 
hazardous goods with an area of 5,231 m2. Additionally, a study for the construction of a 
building for storage of cars was launched and is estimated to have an annual capacity of 
100,000 cars.

After reaching a record high of 95,047 cars transported through the Port of Beirut in 
2010, the total number of vehicles plunged by 29.5% in 2011 to 67,022 units, its lowest 
level during the past four years. This decline coincided with the falling demand for cars 
suppressed by domestic political instability and regional turbulences, hence leading to a 
decline in car imports in response to deteriorating demand. Nevertheless, the years 2012 
and 2013 witnessed a recovery in the number of cars transported through the port of Beirut. 
In fact, as the demand for cars slightly recovered during these years, car imports witnessed 
improvements in terms of number of imported cars. Rising by 28.6% in 2012 and 7.9% in 
2013, the number of vehicles transported through Port of Beirut recorded 92,983 units in 
2013, yet not reaching 2010 level. The recovery continued in the first four months of 2014, 
where the number of cars reached 31,387 units, up by 8.2% year-on-year.
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

contaInEr tErmInal

The container terminal at the port of Beirut is one of the major success areas in Lebanon’s 
maritime transport. In 1998 the Lebanese government decided to build a new container 
terminal, and the construction of the terminal infrastructure was completed in September 
of the year 2000. Later, a bid to operate the new Container Terminal in Beirut was initiated 
in 2004. As a result of winning the tender, a public-private partnership was initiated in 2004 
to run Beirut harbor, between Gestion et Exploitation du Port de Beirut (GEPB) and the 
privately-owned Beirut Container Terminal Consortium (BCTC). BCTC, a special purpose 
vehicle created for the purpose of operating the container terminal at the Port of Beirut 
signed the contract with the Government with a contractual requirement to commence 
operations in December 2004.

Since the inception of operations, the Port of Beirut’s performance and profitability 
significantly improved, thus attracting international carriers into undertaking transshipment 
business at the Port of Beirut. In June 2005, BCTC and GEPB announced that, for the first 
time in the history of the port, the container terminal would begin to handle transshipment 
vessels. Transshipment being the process, in which a large mother vessel comes into the 
container terminal, unloads its containers, and then these containers are loaded on to other 
smaller ships for distribution to other regional ports. The Mediterranean Shipping Company 
(MSC) began a transshipment line that directly connects Singapore to Beirut and Beirut to 
Belgium. MSC entered into an agreement with BCTC to transship 250,000 TEUs per year 
through the terminal. Soon after MSC signed a transshipment agreement with the port, 
CMA-CGM, also one of the biggest shipping companies in the world, began to use the 
port for transshipment and signed a contract with BCTC to handle 100,000 TEUs per year 
in February 2006. This has gained the Port of Beirut the reputation as one of the most 
important transshipment hubs in the region. The success in attracting these two globally 
operative shipping companies to the container terminal has meant that the port is running at 
almost full capacity, thus delaying local shipment. As such, as local trade activity expanded, 
the transshipment activity was limited to only 33% of total port activity.

The container terminal at the Port of Beirut originally consisted of a stacking area of 600,000 
m2, with a capacity of 1,200,000 TEUs per year. However, the expanding activity at the 
container terminal and the fact that the port of Beirut has been running at almost full capacity, 
led to the initiation of an expansion plan to the east of quay 16 which increased the capacity 
of the terminal by 400,000 TEUs per year, thus making the total capacity 1,600,000 TEUs 
every year. The extension of the terminal was merely financed by the port’s revenues. For 
that purpose, the equipment at the port were also increased to handle the additional activity 
at the container terminal. Today, the terminal’s equipment include: 800 reefer points, 6 ship-
to-shore gantry cranes for quay 16, 6 ship-to-shore gantry cranes for the new quay 16 
east, 39 rubber-tyred gantry cranes (RTG), 10 reach stackers, 3 empty containers handlers 
(EHC), 12 terminal tractors, 4 Ro-Ro tractors, 4 Ro-Ro trailers, and 4 goosenecks.

port of beirut
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

contaInEr tErmInal

The number of containers transported through the port of Beirut has consistently expanded 
over the period 2010-2013 despite the economic slowdown witnessed in the country. 
During the year 2013, the total number of containers reached 1,117,334 TEUs with local 
containers constituting 68% of the total, and transshipment containers accounting for the 
remaining 32%.  Specifically, local containers expanded by 19.4% to reach 758,058 TEUs 
while transshipment containers fell by  12.2% to reach 359,276 TEUs. As for the first four 
months of 2014, they witnessed a rise in both local containers (3.7% year-on-year increase) 
and transshipment containers (13.4% year-on-year increase) to reach a total of 379,922 
TEUs.
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Unctad lInEr shIppIng connEctIvIty IndEx

In order to better assess the performance of the Port of Beirut Container Terminal, the 
UnCTAD Liner Shipping Connectivity Index is considered. The index aims at capturing 
a country's level of integration into the existing liner shipping network by measuring liner 
shipping connectivity. The higher the index, the easier it is to access a high capacity and 
frequency global maritime freight transport system, and thus effectively participate in 
international trade. Therefore, LSCI can be jointly considered as a measure of connectivity 
to maritime shipping and as a measure of trade facilitation. It reflects the strategies of 
container shipping lines seeking to maximize revenue through market coverage. The 
index is calculated based on four major components: (1) containership deployment; (2) 
container carrying capacity, (3) number of shipping companies, liner services and vessels 
per company; and (4) average and maximum vessel size.
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

Unctad lInEr shIppIng connEctIvIty IndEx

In 2013, Lebanon ranked 28th out of 159 countries on the UnCTAD Liner Shipping 
Connectivity Index, with a score of 43.16 points. Regionally, Lebanon ranks in 6th position, 
right behind Oman (48.46 points) and Morocco (55.53 points), but ahead of Jordan (22.68 
points) and yemen (19.00 points).  This indicates that the container terminal at the Port of 
Beirut is among the best performing terminals globally and in the region.
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Country Rank	  2013 Score	  2013

UAE 1 66.97
Saudi	  Arabia 2 59.67
Egypt 3 57.48
Morocco 4 55.53
Oman 5 48.46
Lebanon 6 43.16
Jordan 7 22.68
Yemen 8 19.00
Bahrain 9 17.90
Syria 10 16.53
Sudan 11 8.42
Algeria 12 6.91
Mauritania 13 6.53
Tunisia 14 5.59
Qatar 15 3.35

UNCTAD	  Liner	  Shipping	  Connectivity	  Index
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PORT PERFORMAnCE

gEnEratEd IncomE

As the Port of Beirut benefited from higher general cargo and container volumes in 2012 and 
2013, the generated income at the port also increased by 10% in 2012 and 25% in 2013, to 
reach USD 219.1 million by end-2013. Concurrently, total income reached USD 68.1 million 
in the first four months of 2014, remaining almost stable from the same period last year. 
The port has thus gained more importance as a source of revenues for the government, 
accounting for almost 90% of seaports customs returns alone. 
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