BankMed and Operation Big Blue Association pledge to clean twelve Lebanese rivers 
Beirut, September 12, 2011 – BankMed, as part of their continuous effort towards the environment, announced the launch of their latest environmental project: ‘Cleaning the Lebanese Rivers’ in cooperation with the Operation Big Blue Association (OBBA), which will take place over the duration of a year.  At the BankMed headquarters in Clemenceau, key members of the press, BankMed officials as well as representatives from the OBBA gathered to discuss the latest initiative with the main aim of preserving the Lebanese rivers and marine life. 

Speaking at the conference was:  Mr. Muhieddine Fathallah, Head of Business Development Division at BankMed; Mr. Fadi Flaihan, Head of Branch Network & Retail Liability Products; Mr. Nazih el Rayes; and Ms. Effat Idriss from the OBBA. The speakers shed light on the collaboration between BankMed and the OBBA, who will work hand in hand with volunteers from schools and universities, BankMed Employees, as well as the Lebanese army, to clean twelve rivers that lead to the Mediterranean Sea in the upcoming year.
 
Mr. Fathallah highlighted BankMed’s ‘Happy Planet’ campaign which was launched in 2009, with the aim of supporting environmental activities, to ensure a better world for future generations.

 He then focused on the latest collaboration stating “rivers are a source of life, water and tourism; and cleaning them up is a demanding project; as such we have chosen to partner with the OBBA to guarantee that the job is handled by professionals in the field.”

Mr. Flaihan, added that: “All BankMed employees and families are involved and partake in the various Happy Planet campaign initiatives and with the ‘Cleaning the Lebanese Rivers’ initiative, all BankMed card holders can be involved as well, by simply using their cards.” 

Mr. Al Rayes, from the OBBA, then shed light on the Operation Big Blue Association which was founded in 1997 due to the deteriorating situation of the Lebanese shores, stating that “the aim of the OBBA is to raise awareness on the problems of the Lebanese shores, protecting marine life and improving the aquatic ecosystems.” 

As head of OBBA and the pioneer on the river clean-up project, Ms. Idriss spoke of the magnitude of the issue and the prevalent need to preserve the rivers in Lebanon, thanking BankMed for their efforts and support. She continued to highlight that “with the contribution and support of BankMed, we are able to move forward with our initiative, and preserve the wildlife, beauty and shores of Lebanese rivers.” 

Ms. Idriss also indicated that the Assi River will be the first to be cleaned, as it is in the worst shape. The other rivers will follow throughout the course of the year, trying to complete their efforts before the upcoming winter season. 

This initiative is one of many activities that BankMed has carried out as part of the Bank's corporate social responsibility program and their continuous efforts towards the environment.
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