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GlobAl MAritiMe trAnsport

Maritime transport is one of the main pillars of transportation and a major conduit of 
international trade. Within this context, maritime transport plays a pivotal role in the world’s 
economy, prompting both, economic activity and growth, forward. However, the stumbling 
growth witnessed in the world economy in 2013 impacted world merchandise trade 
volumes, which continued to expand however at a modest rate of 2.2%. Similarly, growth in 
world seaborne shipments was also affected, expanding at rate of 3.8% with total volumes 
amounting to 9.6 billion tons.

In fact, various trends have shaped the performance of world seaborne trade. These 
developments include a more balanced growth in trade demand during the past two years, 
a continued persistent oversupply in the world fleet across the various market segments, 
relatively high bunker price levels, as well as a wider use of slow steaming, especially in the 
container-ship sector.  Moreover, in line with these trends, most of the expansion was driven 
by growth in dry cargo flows, in particular bulk commodities, which grew by 5.5%. Dry 
cargo, including the five major bulk commodities (iron ore, coal, grain, bauxite and alumina, 
phosphate rock), minor bulks, containerized trade, general cargo/break-bulk, accounted 
for the largest share (70.2%). In its turn, tanker trade (crude oil, petroleum products and 
gas) was responsible for the remaining 29.8%. 
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With an expanding participation in the world economy in general and the world trading 
system in particular, developing economies continued to contribute higher shares to world 
seaborne trade. In 2013, these economies accounted for 61% of global loaded1 goods and 
60% of unloaded2 goods. However, while developing economies’ share has been rising, 
individual countries’ contributions have been uneven, thus signaling their varying levels of 
integration into global trading networks.

1 Loaded goods: are goods placed on a seagoing vessel and dispatched by sea. They include 
national goods, transshipment goods (national or foreign goods leaving a port by sea) and land transit 
goods (foreign goods leaving a port by road, rail, air or inland waterway).

2 Unloaded goods: are goods taken off a seagoing vessel after transport by sea. They include 
national goods, transshipment goods (national or foreign goods leaving a port by sea) and land transit 
goods (foreign goods leaving a port by road, rail, air or inland waterway).
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In line with previous trends, cargo volumes loaded in the ports of developing economies 
continued to exceed the volumes of unloaded goods. However, while their share of loaded 
volumes stabilized over the years, their share of unloaded cargo expanded over the past 
decades, thus achieving near parity in 2013. Specifically, the difference in these economies’ 
shares of loaded and unloaded goods dropped from 45 percentage points in 1970 to 16 
percentage points in 2000 and further declined to one percentage point in 2013. Driven by 
the fast expansion in import demand (due to high industrialization and consumer demand) 
in developing economies, it is expected that the share of unloaded goods in developing 
countries is likely to soon surpass their share of loaded goods.  
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A regional breakdown of world seaborne trade indicates that in 2013, Asia still dominated 
as the main loading and unloading region, with a 41% share of loaded volumes and 
58% share of unloaded volumes. Other major loading and unloading areas included, in 
descending order, the Americas (22%), Europe (17%), Oceania (11%) and Africa (9%) on 
the loading side, and Europe (21%), the Americas (15%), Africa (5%), and Oceania (1%) 
on the unloading side. 
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A major constituent of world seaborne trade is containerized trade. Global containerized 
trade grew by 4.6% in 2013, taking total volumes to 160 million TEUs, up from 153 million 
TEUs in 2012. In order to better measure container trade activity, container port throughput 
– the amount of cargo that passes through a port measured in Twenty-foot Equivalent Units 
(TEU) – is assessed. After dropping significantly during the aftermath of the global financial 
crisis, container port throughput expanded in the following three years to exceed pre-crisis 
level, reaching 651,099 million TEUs in 2013. 
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Developing economies’ share of world throughput3 remains almost stable at approximately 
70%. The country with the largest share of container throughput in 2013 was China with 
a container throughput of 174 million TEUs. It is followed by Singapore with a throughput 
of about 33.5 million TEUs in 2013, and then comes Korea and Hong Kong with container 
throughputs exceeding 22 million TEUs each. It is noteworthy that UAE ranks 6th in terms of 
container port throughput, with a throughput of around 19 million TEUs in 2013. Meanwhile, 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia rank 15th and 16th respectively. 

The ranking of liner shipping companies (carriers that perform regular transportation of 
goods overseas) reveals that MSC ranks first with a 13.1% share of world TEU. It is followed 
by Maersk Line and CMA CGM Group, with respective share of 12.6% and 7.5% of world 
TEU. Afterwards comes Evergreen Line with a 5.5% share of world TEU, followed by COSCO 
and Hapag-Lloyd Group with  4.4% and 3.8% shares respectively.

Source: A.T. Kearney analysis

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport
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Country Rank 2013
Throughput 2013 

(million TEU) Country Rank 2013
Throughput 2013 

(million TEU)

China 1 174.08 VietNam 11 8.12
Singapore 2 33.52 Thailand 12 7.70
Korea 3 22.58 Panama 13 7.45
Hong Kong 4 22.35 Turkey 14 7.28
Malaysia 5 21.43 Egypt 15 7.14
UAE 6 19.34 Saudi Arabia 16 6.74
Taiwan 7 15.35 Philippines 17 5.86
Indonesia 8 10.79 Mexico 18 4.90
India 9 10.65 South Africa 19 4.60
Brazil 10 10.18 Sri Lanka 20 4.31

Top Countries in Container Port Throughput Top Countries in Container Port Throughput

Operator Rank
Share of 

World TEU 
(%)

Operator Rank
Share of 

World 
TEU (%)

MSC 1 13.1 Mitsui OSK Lines 11 3.0
Maersk Line 2 12.6 Yang Ming 12 2.8
CMA CGM Group 3 7.5 Hamburg Sud 13 2.7
Evergreen Line 4 5.5 OOCLL 14 2.6
COSCO 5 4.4 Nippon Yusen 15 2.5
Hapag-Lloyd Group 6 3.8 Hyundai Merchant Marine Company 16 2.0
CSCL 7 3.8 Kawasaki Kisen Kaisha Limited 17 1.8
Hanjin 8 3.4 Pacific International Lines 18 1.7
APL 9 3.2 Compania Sud Americana de Vapores 19 1.6
United Arab Shipping Company 10 3.1 Zim Integrated Shipping Services 20 1.5

Top Liner Companies (January 1, 2014) Top Liner Companies (January 1, 2014)

3 Throughput: is the rate of production or the rate at which something can be processed.
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GlobAl MAritiMe trAnsport

As for the ranking of ports globally by berth productivity (the number of total container 
moves including on-load, off-load, and re-positioning, divided by the number of hours 
during which the vessel is at berth), three Chinese ports top the list, headed by Tianjin port 
with a birth productivity of 130 containers per berth hour. Jebel Ali and Khor al Fakkan ports 
in UAE followed in 4th and 5th positions respectively, with berth productivity of 119 containers 
per berth hour each, followed by Yokohama port in Japan with a berth productivity of 108 
containers per berth hour. 

Source: JOC Port Productivity Report
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Port Country
Berth 

Productivity Port Country
Berth Productivity

Tianjin China 130 Shanghai China 104
Qingdao China 126 Dalian China 104
Ningbo China 120 Mawan China 95
Jebel Ali UAE 119 Taipei Taiwan 93
Khor al Fakkan UAE 119 Salalah Oman 91
Yokohama Japan 108 Kaohsiung Taiwan 91
Yantian China 106 Balboa Panama 91
Xiamen China 106 Nhava Sheva India 91
Busan Korea 105 Chiwan China 88
Nansha China 104 Long Beach US 88

Top Ports Globally (2013) Top Ports Globally (2013)
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Meanwhile, the ranking of ports in Europe, Middle East, and Africa reveals that the above 
mentioned two UAE ports top the list, namely Jebel Ali port and Khor al Fakkan port. They 
are followed by Rotterdam’s Euromax Terminal port in Netherlands (100 containers per 
berth hour). It is worth noting that the port of Salalah in Oman is the third largest port among 
Arab countries and ranks in 7th position in this group– Europe, Middle East and Africa–with  
a berth productivity of 91 containers per berth hour. 

GlobAl MAritiMe trAnsport

Source: JOC Port Productivity Report
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Port Country Berth Productivity
Jebel Ali UAE 119
Khor al Fakkan UAE 119
Rotterdam (Euromax) Netherlands 100
Rotterdam (APM) Netherlands 99
Bremerhaven (MSC) Germany 98
Hamburg Germany 93
Salalah Oman 91
Bremerhaven (NTB) Germany 90
Rotterdam (ECT) Netherlands 87
Rotterdam (ECT West Terminal) Netherlands 87

Top Ports Europe, Middle East, Africa (2013)
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GlobAl MAritiMe trAnsport

An important aspect of maritime transport is fleet or ship building. Following an annual 
growth of 4.1% in 2013, the world fleet reached a total of 1.69 billion dwt (dead weight 
tonnage: being the maximum weight of a vessel including the vessel and cargo) in January 
2014. Bulk carriers accounted for 42.9% of the total tonnage, followed by oil tankers (28.5%) 
and container ships (12.8%). The 2013 annual growth was lower than that observed during 
any of the previous 10 years, and the trend in early 2014 suggests an even lower growth 
rate for the current year. The slowdown reflects the turning point of the largest historical 
shipbuilding cycle, which peaked in 2012. 

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport
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Other! 31! 49! 75! 49! 92! 189!
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SPECIAL REPoRt

Three countries (China, Korea and Japan) together built 93% of the world’s new gross 
tonnage (a volumetric measurement of the enclosed space in a ship) in 2013; China alone 
accounted for more than 37% by itself. While China and Japan have mostly built dry-bulk 
vessels, Korea had a high share in container vessels and oil tankers. Meanwhile, European 
countries have the highest share in building passenger vessels. 

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport
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SPECIAL REPoRt

A ranking of countries by fleet ownership reveals that Greece is the country with highest 
ownership as its deadweight tonnage reached 283.50 million. It is followed by Japan with 
a deadweight tonnage ownership of 236.53 million, and China with an ownership of 188.50 
million in deadweight tonnage. Afterwards, comes Germany (127.27 million), Korea (84.30 
million), and Norway (61.47 million).

GlobAl MAritiMe trAnsport
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Source: Lebanese Customs

Country Rank 2013
Vessels 

(millions DWT)

Greece 1 283.50
Japan 2 236.53
China 3 188.50
Germany 4 127.27
Korea 5 84.30
Norway 6 61.47
US 7 59.12
Singapore 8 56.09
Taiwan 9 47.50
Denmark 10 42.46

Top Countries in Fleet Ownership
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Maritime transport in Lebanon is the most important channel for external trade. There are 
four main ports in Lebanon, all of which are managed by public entities:

• port of beirut: Located in the capital city Beirut, the Port of Beirut is the main port in 
Lebanon and is one of the largest ports on the Eastern Mediterranean. Today, the port 
consists of a total area of 1.2 million m2 and has four basins, 16 quays, as well as a new 
container terminal located besides quay 16, which is capable of handling about one million 
TEUs every year;

• port of tripoli: the Port of Tripoli is the second most important port in Lebanon after the 
Port of Beirut. It has an approximate area of 3 million m2, a land area of 320,000 m2, and 
a 420,000 m2 dump area adjacent to the current port, reserved for the future Container 
Terminal and Free Market Zone. The Port of Tripoli receives approximately 450 ships every 
year. The Port of Tripoli also contains a Free Zone with an area of 150,000 m2. In 2012, 
Emirati Company Gulftainer has won a 25 year concession to develop and operate a new 
container terminal in the port of Tripoli, and discussions are concentrating between the 
sector’s players to provide enhanced solutions for traders;

• port of sidon: the port of Sidon is an ancient port, mainly used as a fishing port and 
for accommodating small freighters. About 200 ships enter the port of Sidon each year 
from Europe, Africa, and Arab countries. While the port can accommodate a larger number 
of ships, winds and waves prevent ships from docking due to the absence of a wave-
breaker to protect them. Yet, there has been several initiatives in recent years taken towards 
modernizing and expanding the commercial port.

• Port of Tyre: the Port of Tyre is a small harbor that is located in south Lebanon. In this 
port, the breakwater protects the Marina harboring fishing boats and some private pleasure 
crafts or sailing boats but does not extend sufficiently to shelter vessels berthing at the main 
harbor.

The breakdown of seaborne trade by Lebanese ports reveals that the port of Beirut 
constitutes the main contributor to sea transport. For instance, the Port of Beirut accounted 
for 91% of total seaborne imports in 2014, while the Port of Tripoli accounted for only 7%, 
and the Port of Sidon constituted a 2% share. On the exports side, the Port of Beirut is also 
dominant with an 87% share of total seaborne exports in 2014, compared to 12% and 1% 
shares of Port of Tripoli and Port of Sidon respectively.

lebAnon’s MAritiMe trAnsport

Source: Lebanese Customs
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Throughout history, the Port of Beirut has played a strategic role in the transport of 
goods and passengers between Europe and North Africa from one side and Asia, more 
specifically Middle Eastern and Gulf countries on the other side.  Today, the Port of Beirut 
encompasses four docks, two new quays, and new container terminal with a capacity of 
700,000 TEUs per year. In 2002, the government heavily invested in the port’s equipment. 
Thereafter, a private operator was invited to operate the terminal and the contract was 
signed in 2004 along with the creation of Beirut Container Terminal Consortium (BCTC). 
Operations started in January 2005, with high quality service and increased level of TEU’s 
handled, and they continue till this day. 
Today, Port of Beirut’s infrastructure has expanded throughout the years and includes:
•  Port Total Area : 1,200,000 m2 
•  Water Basin Total Area: 1,202,000 m2
•  Main Breakwater Length : 3,190 m
•  Detached Breakwater Length: 550 m
•  Total Quays Length: 5,655 m, of which
o  1,654 m for General Cargo Operation
o  1,334 m for Containers Operation
o  1,100 m Dedicated Container Quay
o  220 m Bulk Quay

orGAnizAtion AnD infrAstrUCtUre

Analysis of lebanon’s Maritime Market - April 2015

Bankmed - Market & Economic Research Division

port of beirUt
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iMports AnD exports

By the year 2014, the Port of Beirut has accounted for about 73% of total imports of Lebanon. 
With the slow economic performance and a slight decline in the port’s activity in 2014, 
imports through the port of Beirut dropped by a yearly 3% to reach USD 14.93 billion in 
2014, yet still exceeding imports of 2010-2012. This can be associated with the sharp fall in 
oil and nonfuel commodity prices during the last quarter of the year. 

Source: Lebanese Customs

Analysis of lebanon’s Maritime Market - April 2015

Bankmed - Market & Economic Research Division

port perforMAnCe

port of beirUt



17

SPECIAL REPoRt

iMports AnD exports

The breakdown of imports through the port of Beirut by type reveals that mineral products 
constitute the highest 26% of these imports. Second comes machinery and electrical 
instruments which account for 10% of imports through Port of Beirut. They are followed by 
vehicle, aircrafts and vessels, as well as base metals which constitute 9% of total imports, 
each. 

Source: Lebanese Customs

Analysis of lebanon’s Maritime Market - April 2015

Bankmed - Market & Economic Research Division

Mineral Products!
26%!

Machinery and Electrical 
Instruments!

10%!

Vehicles, Aircraft, and Vessels!
9%!Base Metals!

9%!

Prepared Foodstuff and 
Beverages!

8%!

Chemicals!
7%!

Live Animals and Vegetables!
6%!

Others!
25%!

Breakdown of Imports Through Port of Beirut by Type (2014)!

port perforMAnCe

port of beirUt



18

SPECIAL REPoRt

iMports AnD exports

The Port of Beirut is also considered a major mean for exports. In 2014, about 43% of 
Lebanon’s total exports were transported through the port of Beirut, remaining stable from 
2013’s share. Exports through the port of Beirut have declined in 2014 to reach USD 1.44 
billion though remaining above 2010-2012 levels. 

Source: Lebanese Customs

Analysis of lebanon’s Maritime Market - April 2015
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port perforMAnCe

port of beirUt
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Prepared foodstuff and beverages constitute the main category of exports through the 
Port of Beirut with a 20% share. They are followed by the export of base metals (9%), 
machinery and electrical instruments (18% share). Furthermore, chemicals and plastics are 
also exported through the Port of Beirut with 8% and 6% share of total exports respectively.

Source: Lebanese Customs
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tonnAGe trAnsporteD AnD sHips reCeiVeD

While the regional economic climate has detrimentally affected many of Lebanon’s main 
sectors, the logistics sector has maintained its growth. The inability of transporting freight 
overland through Syria, due to the conflict in the country, has subsequently increased the 
total tonnage of loaded and unloaded general cargo and containers at the Port of Beirut by 
8% in 2012, and it further expanded by 14% in 2013 to remain stable in 2014. As such, total 
handled general cargo and processed containers reached 8.28 million tons by the end of 
2014. 

20

port of beirUt

Source: Port of Beirut
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port perforMAnCe
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On the other hand, the number of ships received at the Port of Beirut has been on the 
decline since 2011. In fact, the number of ships which called at the port dropped from 2,285 
ships in 2010 to 1,962 in 2014. 

Source: Port of Beirut

Analysis of lebanon’s Maritime Market - April 2015
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The passenger terminal is located along quay 5 facing the second basin of the Port of 
Beirut. The facility has been reconstructed and modernized into a 600 m2 facility with a 
decorative front sail structure.

During the year 2011, the number of passengers through the Port of Beirut increased by 
28% to reach an unprecedented 9,148 passengers. This upsurge is mainly attributed to the 
large influx of displaced Syrians into Lebanon, and their consequent departure into other 
countries through the Port of Beirut. The number of passengers through the port declined in 
the following years to reach 5,276 passengers in 2014. 

Source: Port of Beirut
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SPECIAL REPoRt

port of beirUt

The general cargo terminal at the Port of Beirut consists of four warehouses for general cargo 
with a total area of 25,547 m2, three warehouses for unloading and grouping operations 
with an area of 20,488 m2, three warehouses for cars with a total area of 17,958 m2 one 
open warehouse for heavy load engines with an area of 8,220 m2 and one warehouse for 
hazardous goods with an area of 5,231 m2. 

After reaching a record high of 95,047 cars transported through the Port of Beirut in 2010, 
the total number of vehicles plunged by 29.5% in 2011 to 67,022 units, its lowest level during 
the past five years. This decline coincided with the falling demand for cars suppressed by 
domestic political instability and regional turbulences. Nevertheless, the following years 
witnessed a recovery in the number of cars transported through the port of Beirut. The 
number of vehicles transported through Port of Beirut recorded 91,761 units in 2014. 

Source: Port of Beirut
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The container terminal at the port of Beirut is one of the major success areas in Lebanon’s 
maritime transport. A public-private partnership was initiated in 2004 to run Beirut harbor, 
between Gestion et Exploitation du Port de Beirut (GEPB) and the privately-owned Beirut 
Container Terminal Consortium (BCTC). BCTC, a special purpose vehicle created for the 
purpose of operating the container terminal at the Port of Beirut signed the contract with the 
Government with a contractual requirement to commence operations in December 2004.

Since the inception of operations, the Port of Beirut’s performance and profitability 
significantly improved, thus attracting international carriers into undertaking transshipment 
business at the Port of Beirut. In June 2005, BCTC and GEPB announced that, for the first 
time in the history of the port, the container terminal would begin to handle transshipment 
vessels. 

The container terminal at the Port of Beirut originally consisted of a stacking area of 600,000 
m2, with a capacity of 1,200,000 TEUs per year. However, the expanding activity at the 
container terminal and the fact that the port of Beirut has been running at almost full capacity, 
led to the initiation of an expansion plan to the east of quay 16 which increased the capacity 
of the terminal by 400,000 TEUs per year, thus making the total capacity 1,600,000 TEUs 
every year. The number of containers transported through the port of Beirut has expanded 
over the period 2010-2014 to reach 1,210,413 TEUs in 2014 with local containers constituting 
63% of the total, and transshipment containers accounting for the remaining 37%.  

Source: Port of Beirut
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2010! 2011! 2012! 2013! 2014!
Total Transshipment Containers! 349,668 ! 449,029 ! 406,787 ! 359,276 ! 445,886 !
Total Local Containers! 599,433 ! 585,220 ! 634,969 ! 758,058 ! 764,527 !
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In order to better assess the performance of the Port of Beirut Container Terminal, the 
UNCTAD Liner Shipping Connectivity Index is considered. The index aims at capturing 
a country's level of integration into the existing liner shipping network by measuring liner 
shipping connectivity. The higher the index, the easier it is to access a high capacity and 
frequency global maritime freight transport system, and thus effectively participate in 
international trade. Therefore, LSCI can be jointly considered as a measure of connectivity 
to maritime shipping and as a measure of trade facilitation. It reflects the strategies of 
container shipping lines seeking to maximize revenue through market coverage. 

In 2014, Lebanon ranked 33rd out of 157 countries on the UNCTAD Liner Shipping Connectivity 
Index, with a score of 42.63 points. Regionally, Lebanon ranks in 6th position, right after 
Oman (49.88 points) and Saudi Arabia (61.24 points), but ahead of Bahrain (27.01 points) 
and Jordan (22.63 points).  This indicates that the container terminal at the Port of Beirut is 
among the best performing terminals globally and in the region. 

Source: UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport
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Country Rank 2014 Score 2014

UAE 1 66.48
Morocco 2 64.28
Egypt 3 61.76
Saudi Arabia 4 61.24
Oman 5 49.88
Lebanon 6 42.63
Bahrain 7 27.01
Jordan 8 22.63
Yemen 9 18.45
Syria 10 17.45
Sudan 11 13.13
Kuwait 12 8.22
Tunisia 13 7.52
Algeria 14 6.94
Mauritania 15 5.99
Iraq 16 5.17
Qatar 17 3.86

UNCTAD Liner Shipping Connectivity Index

port of beirUt
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The Port of Beirut generated income as the port expanded by an average annual growth 
rate of 6% between 2010 and 2014, to reach USD 210.9 million by end-2014. The port has 
thus gained more importance as a source of revenues for the government, accounting for 
almost 90% of seaports’ customs’ returns alone. 

Source: Port of Beirut
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ConClUsion

As a coastal country to the east of the Mediterranean, Lebanon has for long been benefiting 
from its strategic location, which continues to bring it significant financial and economic 
gains. Led by the port of Beirut, the maritime transport activity in Lebanon plays a pivotal 
role in the country’s economy. The Port of Beirut continues to assume its historical role, 
posing as an important hub for international cargo lines and bridging economic and trade 
activities between the east and the west. As such, despite some challenges such as lack of 
investments in the rest of the ports, the outlook for maritime transport in Lebanon sustains 
an encouraging outlook. 


