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Property sales transactions increase by 15% in the first five months of 2016

The latest figures released by the Directorate of Real Estate and Cadastre revealed that the 
value of property sales transactions reached USD 3,347 million in January-May 2016, increasing 
by a yearly 15% from USD 2,909 million registered in the same months last year. This upward 
trend in value was coupled with an increase in the volume of property sales transactions by a 
yearly 8.4% to reach 25,079 in January-May 2016. Further, the average value per real estate 
transaction reached USD 133,454 compared to USD 125,746 in the same months of the previous 
year, thereby increasing by a year-on-year 6.1%. 

In terms of transactions' value by region, the majority of the regions witnessed an increase in 
the value of property transactions with the South having the highest increase by a yearly 45.2% 
followed by Baabda (29.3%) and Bekaa (24.5%).

The average value per real 
estate transaction reached 
USD 133,454 compared 
to USD 125,746 in the 
same months of the previous 
year, thereby increasing by 
a year-on-year 6.1%.

Source:Directorate of Real Estate and Cadastre, Bankmed Research  
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In parallel, all regions reported yearly increases in the number of property sales, with Bekaa 
reporting the largest rise by 16.7%, followed by South with 13.8%, and Baabda with 10.8%. Over 
the first five months of 2016, the highest volume of real estate transactions was seen in Baabda 
with a total of 4,709 followed by North (3,614) and Bekaa (3,442).

Source: Directorate of Real Estate and Cadastre, Bankmed Research
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All regions reported yearly 
increases in the number of 
property sales, with Bekaa 
reporting the largest rise by 
16.7%, followed by South 
with 13.8%, and Baabda 
with 10.8%. 

Source:Directorate of Real Estate and Cadastre, Bankmed Research  
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Source:  Central Administration of Statistics, Bankmed Research

Consumer Price Index decreases by a yearly 2.5% in May 2016
 
Inflation recorded a yearly rate of 2.5% decrease in May 2016 from May 2015 as indicated by the 
Central Administration of Statistics’ Consumer Price Index (CPI). The water, electricity, gas and 
other fuels sub-index registered the largest year-on-year price decline of 14.1% in May 2016, 
followed by transportation and food and non-alcoholic beverages with respective drops of 6.3% 
and 3.2%. On the other hand, old rental housing prices registered a year-on-year increase of 
4.9%, followed by an increase in clothing and footwear by 3.2%.

On a month-on-month basis, inflation recorded a 0.09% increase in May 2016 from April 2016, 
with transportation recording the largest monthly increase of 1.2%.

On a geographical basis, the Bekaa region witnessed the largest month-on-month increase in 
CPI by 0.7%, followed by Nabatieh with 0.6%, the South with 0.5%, the North with 0.2%. Beirut 
and Mount Lebanon witnessed a drop in CPI on a month-on-month basis of 0.1%.

The price of the water,electricity 
and gas sub-index recorded a 
drop of 14.5% in May 2016.

On a month-on-month basis, 
inflation recorded a 0.1% 
increase in May 2016 from 
April 2016, with transportation 
recording  the largest monthly 
increase of 1.2%.
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Deposits denominated in foreign currencies decreased by USD 49 million during the 
week of May 26-June 2, 2016

On the monetary front, the overall money supply “M4” increased by USD 137 million during 
the week of May 26- June 2, 2016 to reach USD 133.057 billion, while the non-banking sector 
treasury bills portfolio increased by USD 6 million during the same week. Lebanese Pound 
denominated deposits and currency in circulation “M1” increase by 3.1% (USD 176 million) 
during the aforementioned week to reach USD 5.888 billion.

In parallel, local currency term deposits “M2” increased by USD 180 million during the same 
week to stand at USD 52.971 billion. The private sector term and saving deposits denominated 
in LBP (M2 - M1) increased by USD 5 million during the mentioned week to reach USD 47.083 
billion. As for deposits denominated in foreign currencies (M3-M2), they decreased by USD 49 
million during the same week to reach USD 72.882 billion.

Local currency term 
deposits increased by 
USD 180 mil l ion during 
the week of May 26-
June 2, 2016
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New car sales remain almost constant in the first five months of 2016 when compared to 
the same period in 2015

Association of Car Importers in Lebanon, the total number of new passenger cars sold in the 
country reached 14,264 in January-May 2016, merely going up by a yearly 0.3% from 14,222 
cars in the same period last year. 

With regard to new car sales by country of origin, Korean cars topped passenger car sales with 
38% of the total, followed by Japanese cars (34%), European cars (20%), American cars (7%), 
and Chinese cars (1%). 

Korean cars topped passenger 
car sales with 38% of the total, 
followed by Japanese cars 
(34%) and European cars 
(20%).

Source: Automobile Importers Association, Bankmed Research
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Lebanon is lifted from travel red list in 2016

A closer look on new car sales by Brand, Kia and Hyundai – the Korean car brands – remain the 
top sold cars in the first five months of 2016 with a total of 2,784 and 2,246 sold cars, respectively. 
It is followed by Toyota (1,909) and Nissan (1,471) – the Japanese  car brands. 

Moreover, the French car brand – Renault – witnessed a remarkable increase in its sales by 
a yearly 52% in January-May 2016 reaching 719 sold cars up from 473 sold cars in the same 
period last year. Similarly, Chevrolet – the American car brand –also witnessed a significant 
yearly rise in its sales over the same aforementioned period to reach 579 sold cars up from 393 
sold cars in the same period last year, thereby increasing by a yearly 47.3%.
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French car brand – Renault 
– witnessed a remarkable 
increase in its sales by a 
yearly 52% in January-May 
2016 reaching 719 sold 
cars up from 473 sold cars 
in the same period last year.

Source: Automobile Importers Association, Bankmed Research




