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Net Foreign Direct Investment flows record a 6% yearly increase in 2016

According to the "World Investment Report 2017" released by the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows were estimated at 
USD 2,564 million in 2016 recording a 9% surge from USD 2,353 million in 2015. Moreover, FDI 
outflows recorded a yearly 17% rise and were estimated at USD 773 million in 2016. As such, net 
FDI flows amounted to USD 1,791 million in 2016, increasing by a yearly 6%. This improvement 
in FDI flows came after a plunge in 2015 where both FDI inflows and outflows dropped by 19% 
and 47%, respectively, when compared to the previous year.  

As per the report, the upturn in FDI inflows came as a result of the positive domestic political 
developments following the election of a new president and the formation of a new Cabinet 
towards the last quarter of 2016. However, despite the recovery in 2016, FDI inflows are still 
below their pre-2015. Moreover, the steady decline in FDI flows between 2011 and 2014 came as 
a result of several factors. On one hand, the escalation of the regional turmoil and the Syrian war 
triggered the gradual decline in FDI inflows between 2011-14 and on another hand the economic 
slowdown in countries where Lebanese expatriates work also contributed to the major decline 
in FDI inflows in 2015. 

FDI inflows were estimated 
at USD 2,564 million 
in 2016 recording a 9% 
surge from USD 2,353 
million in 2015.
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Number of airport passengers increases  by a yearly 5.3% in the first five months of 2017

The total number of passengers (including transfers) at Beirut-Rafik Hariri International Airport 
(BIA) reached 2,842,380 passengers in January-May 2017, registering a yearly 5.3% rise when 
compared to the same period in 2016. The number of arriving passengers reached 1,398,127 
in January-May 2017, up by a yearly 5.1%, while the number of departing passengers rose by 
a yearly 5.8% to reach 1,442,425. The number of transiting passengers dropped to 1,828 in the 
first five months of 2017 from 6,171 reported during the same period in 2016. 

A closer look on the aircraft activity shows that both landings and take-offs dropped by a yearly 
3.1% and reached 13,097 and 13,096 planes respectively. In addition, BIA processed 35,463 
tons of Cargo up by 2.9% when compared to the same period in 2016 of which 35,187 tons of 
freight and 276 tons of mail.

The total number of  
arr iv ing p a s s e n g e r s 
reached 1,398,127 
in January-May 2017, 
up by a yearly 5.1%, while 
the number of departing 
passengers rose by a 
yearly 5.8% to reach 
1,442,425.

Source: Beirut-Rafik Hariri International Airport (BIA), Bankmed Research
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The number of imported
cars via the Port of Beirut
increased by 12.1% in 
the first five months of 
2017 compared to the 
same period in 2016 to 
reach 37,117, while the 
number of containers at 
the Port of Beirut, including 
transshipment, increased
by a yearly 5.6% to reach
508,189.

Revenues at the Port of Beirut drop in the first five months of 2017
 
According to the latest figures released by the Port of Beirut, its total income reached USD 95.9 
million in the first five months of 2017, reporting a yearly 3.0% drop when compared to USD 98.8 
million reported during the same period in 2016.

Over the same period, the number of imported cars via the port of Beirut reached 37,117 
increasing by a yearly 12.1% from 33,111 reported during the first five months 2016, while the 
number of containers (excluding transshipment) increased by an annual 2.4% to reach 349,035.

As for the number of transshipments, it increased by 14.5% in the first five months of 2017 
compared to the same period in 2016 to reach 159,154 containers. The number of ships that 
used the port during the first five months of 2017 dropped by 9.4%, amounting to a total of 891 
ships.

Source: Port of Beirut, Bankmed Research
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BDL’s total reserves, 
including gold, reached USD 
51 billion as at mid-June  
2017.

The Central Bank’s assets reach USD 102.4 billion at mid-June 2017 with USD 11.6 billion 
in gold reserves
 
Banque du Liban (BDL)’s bi-monthly balance sheet as at mid-June 2017 reported total assets of 
USD 102.4 billion, recording a 4.2% increase from mid-June 2016.

As at mid-June 2017, gold stood at USD 11.6 billion going down by a yearly 1.8%, while foreign 
assets recorded a yearly 7.1% rise to reach USD 39.4 billion. Moreover, loans to the local financial 
sector increased by a yearly 8.2% to reach USD 5.8 billion by mid-June 2017.

On the liabilities side, BDL reported an increase of 3.9% y-o-y in financial sector deposits to 
reach USD 81.4 billion, accounting for around 80% of total liabilities along with a 4.7% rise in 
public sector deposits, which amounted to USD 6.5 billion as at mid-June 2017. 
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Local currency term 
deposits “M2” decreased 
by USD 131 million 
during the week of June 
01-08, 2017 and reached 
USD 54.53 billion.

Deposits denominated in foreign currencies expand by USD 327 million during the week 
of June 01-08, 2017
 
On the monetary front, the overall money supply “M4” increased by 175 million during the week 
of June 01-08, 2017 to around USD 143.29 billion, while the non-banking sector treasury bills 
portfolio decreased by USD 21 million during the same week.

Lebanese Pound denominated deposits and currency in circulation “M1” decreased by 2.0% (or 
USD 127 million) during the aforementioned week to USD 6.308 billion. In parallel, local currency 
term deposits “M2” decreased by USD 131 million during the same week to stand at USD 54.53 billion.

The private sector term and saving deposits denominated in LBP (M2-M1) decreased by USD 3 million 
during the mentioned week to around USD 48.23 billion, while deposits denominated in foreign 
currencies (M3-M2) expanded by USD 327 million during the week to reach USD 81.50 billion.
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The total number of new 
passenger cars sold in 
the country decreased by 
a yearly 3.0% reaching 
13,836 cars in January-
May  2017, compared to 
14,264 cars sold during 
the same period in 2016.

New car sales decrease by a yearly 3.0% in the first five months of 2017
 
According to the Association of Car Importers in Lebanon, the total number of new passenger 
cars sold in the country decreased by a yearly 3.0% reaching 13,836 cars in January-May 2017, 
compared to 14,264 cars reported during the same period in 2016.

On a month-on-month basis, new registered passenger cars reached 3,182 in May 2017, reporting 
a 25.5% increase when compared to 2,536 cars sold in the previous month of April 2017.

With regard to market share of new car sales by country, Japanese cars topped passenger car 
sales with a 35.3% share of the total in January-May 2017. Korean cars came in second with a 
total market share of 33.5% in January-May 2017.

In terms of car sales by brand for the first quarter of 2017, Kia topped the list with a market share 
of 21.7%, followed by 11.7% for Toyota. Moreover, Hyundai and Nissan respectively held 11.7% 
and 8.7% shares of total sales.
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Disclaimer
This material has been prepared by Bankmed, sal based on publicly available information and personal analysis. It is provided for information purposes only. It is not intended to be 
used as a research tool nor as a basis or reference for any decision. 
The information contained herein including any opinion, news and analysis, is based on various publicly available sources believed to be reliable but its accuracy cannot be 
guaranteed and may be subject to change without notice. Bankmed, sal does not guarantee the accuracy, timeliness, continued availability or completeness of such information. 
All data contained herein are indicative. Neither the information provided nor any opinion expressed therein, constitutes a solicitation, offer, personal recommendation or advice. 
Bankmed, sal does not assume any liability for direct, indirect, incidental or consequential damages resulting from any use of the information contained herein. 
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